

CHEDISTON AND LINSTEAD GROUPED PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 21 July 2025 at 7.30 pm in Linstead Village Hall
MINUTES
1.  The Chairman welcomed Cllrs to the meeting, those present were John Ibbott, Jo Wareham. Janet Heath, Mark Titchiner, Theresa Gilby and Cll Stephen Burroughes 
2.  There were no apologies for absence. 
3.  There were no Declarations of Interest to declare.
4.  Minutes of AGM minutes held on Monday 19 May 2025 and Planning Meeting minutes     held on Monday 7 July 2025 were circulated and agreed to be true and accurate account of the meetings and were duly signed by the Chairman.
5.  Matters arising from minutes not covered by the agenda – We held a Public Meeting in relation to the planning application of the solar park in Chediston.
6.  Public Forum – Cllr Julia Ewart joined the meeting. Cllr Burroughes told us about Suffolks desire to form a one supers Suffolk Council instead of the proposed Super Unitary Mayoral System joining Norfolk and Suffolk, which will take 1-2 years with elections taking place in May 2026. Suffolk Libraries have been taken back in house and re-branded at Suffolk Community Libraries.  Libraries will not have reduced opening hours and will continue to offer the same services.  Congestion on the A14 due to the structural issues is coming to an end.  
Local Neighborhood Plans – are a good idea for larger villages and towns but will represent a very large project for small villages like Chediston and Linstead – A Parish Document may be a better way forward Cllr Burroughes said which can identify land that residents never want to see developed.   Nearly 4000 homes are being built in the area at Brightwell Lakes, Saxmundham, Framilingham and Beccles.  A referral made in Kelsale for 9 homes behind two houses was refused by the inspectorate in 2019, has now had permission granted by a planning officer because of a local neighborhood plan.  Current building legislation ends in September 2025 and after this date planners will be encouraged to accept plans for building on all viable sites.  Therefore, infill properties will be everywhere.
There is talk of a new reservoir for Essex and Suffolk.
7.  Co-opted Councillor, Mandy has not attended any PC meetings, therefore we will not continue with co-opting her to the Parish Council.
8.  Finance - Quarterly Financial Statement given to Councillor’s; Cheque for Trevor Brown,  internal auditor £150.00; Cheque for Clerk expenses £84.45
9. Planning: DC/25/2021/FUL – Solar Park update – We are waiting for a further application to be submitted with an Environmental Impact Assessment.  Local people who are interested in working with Wissett Parish Council to form a Committee to deal with the proposal will be put in touch with their Chairman.                                                                          
10.  Internal Audit Report – has been placed on to the web-site.  There were no issues raised. The Annual Governance documents have been posted and the Certificate for Exemption has been returned to the External Auditor.
11.  Local Plan - following input from Cllr Borroughes it has been decided to look into a  Parish Document instead of a Neighbourhood Plan especially as funding to support them has been withdrawn.                                                                                                                                 
12. Correspondence for circulation  -  Rural Housing Week Event – Neighbourhood Local Plan funding withdrawn -       Clerks and Councils Direct         Cllr Burroughes County Report        Cllr Ewart District Report       
13. AOB. The water level under the bridge in Linstead was recently near to overflowing as it is still very silted following poor working practices by The Environmental Agency when clearing was carried out there last year.              
14. Date of next meeting Monday September 15 in Chediston School Room
Signed ………………………………………   Dated ……………………………………………

